EPA officials announce
clean-up completion

NL Taracorp site to be
finished by end of month

By Scott Cousins
Staff writer

With the recently-capped NL Taracorp lead pile
as & backdrop and i group of Head Start children
sitting in {ront, officials with the U.S.
Environmental Protection Ageney announced
Wednesday that the clean-up of residential arcas in
the NL Taracorp Superfund Site is nearly complet-
ed.

The final clean ap of the site is expected by the

. . end af the month, and moni-
§ foring equipment for the
area will be insialiod by
8 Scptember.

Speaking on behalf of
Mayor Ron Selph of Granite City and Tyrone
Eehols of Venice, who could not altend the event,
Mayor John ITamm of Madison said the EPA and
private contractors responsible for the clean up did
“a great job."

“This affords thic people of Madison, Grantte
City and Venice 4 healthy place to live,” he said.

See EPA, Page A
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Madison County Board Chairman Rudy Papa
talks during a ceremony announcing the com-
pletion of the NL Taracorp Superfund site
clean-up.
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EPA officials announce
clean-up completion

Continued from Page 1A

Timothy Fields Jr., assistant
administrator of the EPA’s
Office of Solid Waste and
Emergency Response, was the
main gpeaker.

He pointed out that the 30th
anniversary of Earih Day was
celebrated a fow weeks ago, and
the Superfund program will be
20 years old in December.

“We celebrated rivers no
longer catching on fire, the air
being healthy enough to breath,
the land being cicaned up; we
thing much proFress has been
made over the last 3¢ years," ho
said. “This site and the progress
here, represents that type of
progress (hat we want to achleve
all over the country."

Of the approximately 1,300
Superfund sites in the country,
he said 647 are completed.

“We think of no place betler
to celebrate this than in Granite
City," he said. “We think the
progress here s symbolic of
progress being made on
Superfund sites throughout the
country, where ¢leanups are
being done faster, cheaper and
more cfficiently.”

Fields also (alked about the
site being the first in the
Superfund Job Tralning
Initiative program.

Loeai residents were trained
to qualify for jobs in environ-
mental assessment and cleanup,

Of the 26 who participated,
eight were hired at the NL
Taracorp site, and others were
hired at different sites or related

¢ We think the progress here is sym-

bolic of progress being made on
Superfund sites throughout the country,
where cleanups are being done faster,
cheaper and more efficiently.”

Timothy Fields Jr.

Assislant admstrator

johs.

The clean up of the 16-acre
site and the nearhy 14-acre main
indusirial property was complet-
cd in September 1899, The resi-
dential clean up included iesting
of about 2,500 homes and
removal of lcad-contaminated
s0il from about 1,600 yards in the
Granlte City, Madison, Venice
and Eagle Park areas.

The owners of 87 properties
would nat allow the EPA to test,

Qf those, about 10 were in a
“hot zone* where lead contami-
nation in adjoining homes was at
least twice the aliowable leve!,

That will be noted on the
deeds of those homes, and that
will make it difficult to scll the
propertics without testing.

The cost of lesting is about
$200 per home, bul if lead s
found the cost of cleanup is
between $10,000 and $20,000,

The cost of the project was
$63 miltion, Of thal about $30
mfllion was recovered from NL
Industrics.

The main site was a seeend-
ary lead smelter and refining
plant from 1603 to 1983, Lead

contamination from the site
includes airborne smelter stack
emissions in nearby arcas, and
battery chips used as fiil
throughout the area,

In 1986, the EPA included the
;‘»iitet on ils National Priorities
LR,

The study ended in 1988, and
cleanup began in 1993,

About 0 people gathered in
the 1600 block of Edison Avenue
in Granite City {or the program:.

Brad Rradley, onc of two
rcgional project managors for
the site, sald the location was
picked beeause it had been one
of the most contaminated of the
residential sites.

EPA wiil elean up lead-con-
taminated sitcs when the lead
levels reach 300 parts per mil-
lion. Bradley said in that neigh-
porhood some of the levels
reached 3,500 PPM. The most
heavily con{aminated areas were
the alleys in Eagle Park and
Venice where batlery chips were
used as fili He said contaming:
lion in seme of those arens
reached 100,000 PPM.
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nart of the ceremonics
.cing the completion of the
ARCOIP Swrfund site

up, officials announced

ac Tri-Cities area will
.« $2 million to deal with
>aint in homes within the
fund area.
¢ funding comes a¢ a
emental Environmental
at Project, and
L plpy § §od by
A Anastey the
VAR Potentially

Responsible

.23, the companies responsi-
or the Taracorp contamina-

~e money is paid instoad of
2 by the more than 100 com-
=3 responsible for contamt-
1g the site, and is expected
approved in federal court.
he money would be used to
ie and administer the clean
f lead-based paint in homes
‘n {he Superfund site area,
fiat Is in addition to a $3.5
on grant from the U.S.
irtment of Housing and
in Development recelved by
ison County Community
zlopment Jast year to start
ead Safe 2000 program. .
o far, Chery! Jouett, MCCD
inistrator, said 65 homes

» been identified for remedia-

under the program. Of
e, 20 gre in the Tri-Cities
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“Lead paint was used in homes since
the late 1800s, so I would say most
of the homes in this community have it.”

Cheryl Jouett
MOCD adminstrator

area.

'The $2 million will be for use
only in the Superfund site area,

*We've set a target of ut least
100 units to be addressed through
that (incney)," Jouett sald,

MCCD will hire companies to
perform risk asscssment for eli-

ible houses within the arca.
‘hoge with hign lead lovels will
be remedied.

The cost is about $8,500 per
home for the actual improve-
ments, plus the cost of assessing
and certification ufter the work
is finished.

She sald lead-based paint is a
mtRor problem in older homes,
and said there is probably “quite
a bit"" in the houses in the
Superfund area,

“I would say it's probably
very, very cormmon 12 this com-
munity,'’ she sald. “That is
because most of the buildings
were built prior to 1978 when
lead paint was banned Lead
paint was used in homes since
the late 16800s, so I would say
most of the homes in'this com-
munity have it." -

The major concern about iead

paint is its effect on the neure-
ingical deveiopment of small
children who eat the paint.

“On>2 they get past the age
of 6 or 7, the effect Is dimin-
ished," she said.

Lead-Safe 200¢ aisc
announced a schedale for apply-
ing for lead-based paint removal.

That Includes botk the $2 mil-
ilon Superfund program and the
$3.2 million county-wide pro-
gram.

Applications from Granitc
City, Madiscn or Venice can be
made from 2 {0 5 p.m. May 15 in
the Granite City Library's ¢on-
ference room; from 10 a.m. {o 2
p.m, May 17 in the Madison City
Hall's council chambers; from
2:30 to 5 p.tn. May 17 at the
Venice Scnior Citizens Cenier;
from 10 am. {01 pm May 18 at
the Venlee Senior Citizens
Center; from 1 to 4 p.m. May 18
in the Madison City Hall's coun-
cil chambers; and from 10 a.m.
{0 2 p.m. May 20 in Granite City
I.ibrary's conference room.

Applicants should bring proof
of income, ownership documen-
tation or rental agreements.

For more information, call
(8927040, extension 4383 or (502,
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rea to receive $2 million EPA- off
-ant for lead paint removal

youncement part of NL Taracorp Superfund site completion |
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Continued from Page 1A ‘

Timothy Fields Jr., assistant
adminisirator of the EPA's
Office of Solid Waste and
Emergency Response, was the
main speaker,

He pointed out that the 30th
anniversary of Earlh Day was
velebrated a few weeks ago, and
the Superfund program will he
20 years old in December.

“We cejebrated rivers no
longer catching on fire, the air
being healihy cnough to breath,
the land being cleaned up; we
think much Erogress has becn
made over the last 30 years,” he
said, “This gite and the progress
here, represents that type of
progress that we want to achleve
all over the country.”

Of the approximately 1,300
Superfund sites in the country,
he said 685 arc compleled.

“We think of no place betier
to celebrafe this than in Granite
City,” he gald. “We think the
progress here is symbolic of
progress being made on
Superfund sites throughout the
country, where cleantips are
being done faster, cheaper and
more cfficlently.”

Ficlds also talked about the
site being the first in the
Superfund Job Training
Initiative program.

Local residents were trained
to qualify for jobs in cnviron-
mental assessment and cleanup.

Of the 25 who participated,
eight were hired at the NIL
Taracorp site, and others werc
hircd at different sites or related
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PROGREES: Hiinin poka at 7 gathenng commemorating the cleanup at the Granite City site,

Residents pleased by results
at Superfund cleanup site

By Cheryl Caduo
Cerieiis Nows - Durracal

GRANITE CITY
son has watched frone Bis Gont
yitrd as fedvral eovironenisl rog-
ulatory  tursed o manstrous
250,000-100 slag pile into u serens
mound of grass at JSth and Stae
Alpeets.

The toxie pile that oice sae
symbal of cnvironmenti!
nuw stands ax o symibal of
ronmentsl rehabilitation for Wil-
san, who fives ot 1707 fidison
Ave.

Wilson juined loeal puliticianis
and representatives feone the US.
knviconmental Protection Apeney
ul the foot of the slag i Wedpes
day to celebrate the nearly som.
pieted cleanup of the NL [l
trica-Turucorp Superfamd sug.

The cleanup took neacly "o
decade, cost $63 million and has
inctuded the removal of lead-caa-
aminated soil froimn 1500 residen-
tiel yareds in Granite City, Venice
and Madison along witls the cap-

R LR B

~
Z

ping of e slag pile,

Wilson, whose yard was ong of
the first elvuned up, sai! he is partic-
ularty pleased by the sounds of chil-
dren playing in neightxrhood yards,

“Hefore 1t was so dungerous,
vou didin 't wan( kids playiog outin
the war™ ho said. “Now my
ghawlehildion can coue out in the
yard and not even think gbout the
lead stivation.”

‘trn Fiekts, nn EPA adminisoa.
we based in Waslungton, DC.
deenad the Granite City projeet
success because the eleanup wus
done in a timely manner ond
demoistiates the prugress of the
Stpeelund program as it eners it
2ch yeau iy operation

“This site and the progeam hew
epresents the type of program we
wint o achleve all across the
couniry” he saidl,

Madisen  County  Chainman

Rudy apa sud Madison Mayor

Johin Hlanm commended the vaee
cus agencics il assisted the EPA
i petting the cleanup completed.

Those companics that contributed

to the simelier siack eimnssions st
contlnimied the arg have apreed
ter paty for $33 miitlion winth of the
cleanup in o settlenient with the fod-
cral environiental agency,

For the first time {n a Supm fund
cleanup, the settlemeni will
include & supplemental project
dedicite 82 million to address
lead-paint  contaminaiion  for
homes ut the site.

Cheryl Juiet, slireetor of Mudi-
sun County Cormunity Develop-
met, whieh i§ administering the
lead-based paint juogram, urged
resideats to apply fur the prograim,
whigh will huve enough funds to
clean about 10C honaes,

Applications ean be filled out w
the Gramite Cicy Libiary from 2 w
5 pan May 16 and 10 am, 0 2
p.n, May 20.

Other sessions will be held
feoun 10 a0, to 2 p.m. May 17 and
from 1 w 4 p.. May 18 at M-
son ity liell, aml from 2:30 10 §
p.m May 17 and fiom 10 2. o
I pan May |8 at the Venige
Senier Citicens Ceniter.
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County will use grant funds
to reduce hazard from lead

- Monev will asgist
| people near EPA's
\ upe rhmd siit

S Dopan b years 30

BY HFAYVHER RATCLIFFT
£, The Hagl Dupdict

MALISON COUNTY  Jemaifer Kon.
ko) flec foom her Albau bosne list yeor
Pecaise 1t wite pasoning her balby.

Teud pary brushed on her hanse doc-
2304 apo was Nadang o1 inte the wr an
dirt. Ak porosult, 1 Dlood-aad levely L
her  J-year cld davghter, Mendow
re2chied iy Usa twice the sl rate.

“we nd oad cust &l uver vur hunds,
liwr tuyy, everything,” Konkol snid “wo
a1t KAOW bocause wi ouiddn't xee il

Konkal dusted furmiure, cloined wiie
Juws aod weshod Meadow's toys.

“My nussion widn I woke up every
day was to reduwen the Jead It e
novke e sald. ‘Tl was frustronng.
Fven nftee all that work, | was stil por-
st my clald.”

So tho Koukal fuady moved vut of te
house for three manths. ‘hey contihucd
W chesa vu their own mﬁmﬂdn't afford
the contractons whe pruperly re.
v the Jeed hzsrds.

That’s whene Mscsan County steppod
i

As pait of Uso laed-Doared Puint Moz
ard Control Ivogram, Uik county e
placed windows and dooes, and painted
{he house kraside nd wul

Irogram adminisuators have belped
sbuut 50 faniilivs like the Konkels ro.
duee Ieid hazands in their Iwenes. And
wow, with ¥ new 82 miltian grant from
the UL, Environmental Protection
Agency, the program will b able W hog
&l icast 100 more.

The maney will go 10 axduos Kid has
ards in homes hear Uwe E1A'S NI Indus
iriew Superfund sita {n the ‘In-Uitke
AreA,

PA nfficials comploated thely woek re-
moving cottanination frum yards near a
former Jead pile. AR pant of & Agve-
ment with the nerifies responsible for
the eoctamination 1 Madison, Veucs
| wud Geunite Cily, the campanks pave

| See Granl, I'ogs €

Lead paint hazards

¥ 102 U S, Lavirorslal Prolectior
Asenicy el siocate 3¢ midten 1o Madison
Cudrty fo redure leac pant hazargs In (e
Tos Clyuss arns,

W ABY GO parcent of Cluldeen i
Magdis0a Caunty ware (86.0d for lews
nolkoaing in 1998,

® Flily farrilies are working woih the
Coarty 1o remome inad pant In 1N hoties
About 100 mare will be heljad wiln Ly
i <PAgran

e —
N
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Grant

Funds will te used
for lead hazard cleany

Continued from page !

marey to the EPA for the redue
hon of lead-paint hazavds, ssid
Cheryl Jouedt, the coualy’s com-
munity development  sdministrg.
tor.

The money wili go tv be.ping
people re-paint their older lomos
and rvplace windowa with flaking
lead paint, she said,

The county recoivod a similar
grant from the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development
in October that funded the remedi-
ation of lead paint in 200 unis of
privately owned, low-jlicoine rohs
ing.

The Lead Buoscd Dairt ilazauwd
Control Program has been succoss
ful since it fivst began two years
ago. But many maore homes need
waork, Jouctt saicl,

“We have just begua to get our
feot wet,” she said. “But we will
contnue to look for more graes w
expand the prograin.”

Tho program is tie only one of
its kind working to reduce [eal
hazards in Madison County.,

Priority is given to hames with a
child identified as havina an cle
vated bload-lead level.

Other priority hemes include
those wicre i lead hazerd exists
and where children under the aue
of 6 or a pregnunt woman resicle,
Work it these homes includes the

removal of lead paint, replacement

of windows and doors, or the

cleaning of attics and walls,

The lead-Based Paint Hazard
Control Program is coordinaied by
the county's Communily Develop-
ment office and the Madison Coun-
ty Hcalth Department More than

4,000 children in the county will be .

)

% acledted <all ‘.'u. Ten
&«'1 ue\nrvd uloadelead ivve's can

suffer frem damage w0 the draw
and nervous system, bchmur and
learning problems, slowed growth,
hearing problems and headaches,
““he gymptoms of high leod iovels
zre similar to flu symptoms. But
they dop't alweys appoar in the
carly &tages.

“Children can look perfectly nor-
mal without any identilying fec-
tors," said Debarah Tseheschlok, a
county health departoient nauag-
cr. “That's why we cheourage all
parents (o ger their  children
tested.”

Qnly S5 percent of the children
i Madisen County wers sereened
for blocd lead levels in 1998, shio
sated. In @ wounty with many older
! mes, rore children should be
tenrecl.

“We have a lot of education w do
fo make sture parents understand
lcad poisoning,” she said.

The health department oflers
sereenings  in its  mmubization
clinie. For more nformation, calt
£92.8954.

In 1978, the Consumer Product
Safety Commission banned in'eri-

BEIMY fot tse
:l:i paints an

B i
N Ay Sraeely oo
Can{aEn (Ugn e

'y Qs Gi
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Children who eat a weil-bal-
anced divt may avoid Jead buildup
i their blood. Fonds tugh in caicl:
um, vitamin C and iron can prcwm
biood-lead poisoning,

An estimated 1.7 million o‘nld.‘cn
in the United States have- !ugh
blood-lead levels, according to the
Centers for Disease Control. These -
numbers remain Ligh desplte the'
removal of lead from gasoline, food
cansing products and the banning.
of lead-hased paint for homes, De-«
toriorating lead-based paint in ¢ld-
<1 llousing is responsible for most
of tie remaining cases X

The Nlinois Dcpor'mmt of Pub-:.
e Health has designated some
high-visk areas in the county. Fac-.
tors contributing to-the risk aredev-
¢! of income, age of structure and;
location of cases of elevated blood-
lead levels. More than 90 percent ',
of the homas in the high-risk arce
were built beforo1979. . 4

The high-risk ZIP codes' are’Al-
won (62002), Fast Alton (62024), ;
Granite City .(62040), Ilartford
(62048), Madison (62087), New
Douglas (62074), Venice (62090),
Wood River (62005), South Roxena
{62087) and Cottage 11ills (62018).
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